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The Warfare 


By Constance Calenberg 


N CHRIST, 

I find protection 
From life’s battles; 
The strength to walk by faith 
And not by sight. 
I find the living shield, 
The shining helmet, 
The everlasting sword 
To win the fight. 
A blade is finely tempered 
For the combat, 
A saber placed within the fiery blaze, 
And I— 
Come forth much richer 
For each testing, 
I learn not only words— 
I learn God’s ways... 
In Christ alone 
Is found this gleaming armor, 
This panoply divine, 
Derived above; 
And in the very depths 
Of human sorrow... 
I find the vast provisions— 
Of His love! 

ye 


When You Feel Like Resigning 


Most Christian workers probably 
feel like resigning at some time or other. 
They may be tempted to give up some 
voluntary work in Sunday school or 
church, or on a committee; or to make 
a complete change in their daily work 
from which they receive their living. 
It is not always wrong to resign, but 
especially in Christian service, it should 
not be done hastily and thoughtlessly. 
Before giving up your work, it is a 
good idea to ask yourself certain ques- 


tions and make sure that you can answer 
them satisfactorily. Did God call me to 
this position? Is it He who is leading 
me out of it, or just my feelings? Do 
I want to get out of it because of a 
grudge against someone? If I escape 
contact with someone that bothers me, 
can I be sure that all the people in the 
new place will at all times be sweet, 
unselfish, lovely, and easy to work with? 
They may seem so now, but how will they 
look in six months or a year? Am I 
discouraged by the difficulties of my 
present work? Are they really too 
much, or can they be overcome by 
prayer, hard work, and patience? Is my 
health really breaking down under my 
present work, or do I feel like quitting 
because I have just had the flu? (Re- 
member, neither the brain nor the body 
are at their best during or just after 
the flu, and these affect the spirit.) 
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Through Affliction 


Would I see things differently if I were 
strong and well and the sun were shin- 
ing brightly? Am I shaken merely by 
the love of money? Am I actually think- 
ing of giving up Christian work? How 
can I turn away from the service of so 
kind and loving a Master, who gave 
all for me and whose rewards are eter- 
nal, and expect to find any satisfaction 
in the service of the world, whose favor 
is fickle and whose rewards are only 
temporal? There is a time for resigning, 
but before you resign, make sure it is 
God’s time for you. Go to Him with all 
the difficulties, your weakness, fatigue, 
hard feelings, perplexity, fretfulness, 
and discouragement; and He can, in a 
surprisingly short time, dissolve them 
all in His love and mercy, and give you 
new strength and peace right where you 
“In due season we shall reap, if we 
(Gal, 6:9). 


are. 
faint not” 


to Wider Ministry 


The following editorial is a biographical sketch by the Rev. David Kyles, 
M.A., of the Rev. Arthur J. Hedley, who has written numerous editorials 


for THe SunDAY ScHOOL TIMEs. 


The 


sketch is the introduction to Mr. 


Hedley’s book, “The Secret of Christian Joy” (Drummond Tract Depot, 
Stirling, Scotland, 3 shillings six pence; no American edition). 


the very name “Arthur Hedley” at 
once speaks of reality in Christian 
experience. When he writes about “The 
secret of Christian Joy,” it is because he 
knows that secret, and his one purpose 
in life is to share it with others. 
Arthur is a Londoner, born in Wool- 
wich. To help the family exchequer, he 
entered the Arsenal there at the age of 
thirteen, in time to help make muni- 
tions for the Boer War, which had just 
broken out. Those were grim days for 


Te THOSE who know and love him 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Yet thou in thy manifold 
mercies forsookest them not in the 
wilderness: the pillar of the cloud 
departed not from them by day, 
to lead them in the way; neither 
the pillar of fire by night, to shew 
them light, and the way wherein 
they should go” (Neh. 9:19). 




















the young blacksmith and his mates— 
days of much unemployment and low 
wages, especially in London’s East End. 

[A] great Christian warrior who pro- 
foundly influenced the young munition- 
maker was Dr. John Wilson—“Wilson of 
Woolwich.” He was a great personal 
evangelist and champion of the cause of 
the working man. The large Woolwich 
Tabernacle was crowded for many years, 
every Sabbath evening, by government 
workers and their families. ,. , 

Such was the atmosphere in which 
the young Arthur received his first im- 
pressions of the world around him, and 
who can say how his life might have 
developed had not Christ found him 
and won his love and loyalty? In a 
mission hall, now a brewer's store, and 
under the ministry of a lady evangelist 
from Scotland, Arthur Hedley knelt by 
the side of an ex-Scots Guardsman and 
made the great decision, 

He was fortunate in finding fellowship 
with a local band of happy and earnest 
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Christians who had a great love for the 
Word, for prayer, and for souls. In- 
spired by their example, he began to 
bear witness for Christ, often preaching 
outside the Arsenal gates to fellow 
workmen during their dinner hour. After 
five years of Christian activity, Arthur 
became a lay pastor of a small Baptist 
chapel—a branch of Woolwich Taber- 
nacle—situated by the side of the Royal 
Albert Docks and close to the Beckton 
Gas Works, the largest in the world. It 
was a hard but profitable experience 
working among the dockers and gas 
workers. On one side of the church, 
Sunday League Football took place, and 
whippet racing at the back. It was a 
godless district. Children often came bare- 
footed to the Sunday school, not always 
because Father was out of work but 
often because his wages went in drink 
and gambling. 

After seven years of pastoral and 
preaching work, combined with black- 
smithing, the strain not unnaturally be- 
gan to tell. Before he took up cycling, 
Arthur walked, for twelve miles each 
Sabbath to get to and from the chapel, 
the journey involving crossing the 
Thames in a rowing boat, often with 
the aid of a compass on foggy days. At 
this point in his career, Arthur decided 
to emigrate to Australia and had actually 
booked his passage. His deacons, how- 
ever, prayed against his going, and they 
did more than pray; they went to the 
manager of the Beckton Gas Works, 
with the result Arthur was given em- 
ployment there. The conditions were 
more congenial, but much overtime was 
involved, and the midweek service had 
often to be taken in working garb and 
with blackened face, 

Two more years followed and then the 
call to the whole-time ministry became too 
insistent and the way was opened up for 
entrance into the Bible Training Insti- 
tute, Glasgow. The beginning of the first 
session at the B.T.I. coincided with the 
outbreak of the first World War. In 
December, 1914, Arthur decided to join 
the Army. He was passed medically fit 
and told to wait for his calling-up papers 
which never came. Meanwhile, he en- 
gaged in full-time Christian service, un- 
der the direction of the Lanarkshire 
Christian Union, working amongst Scot- 
tish troops in Falkirk. When the situa- 
tion in France seemed so serious, Arthur 
Hedley reminded the authorities of his 
existence, and, after a second “medical,” 
and a few months’ training, was sent to 
France, attached to a Mobile Ammuni- 
tion Column, 

In becoming a soldier, Arthur did not 
cease to be an evangelist and not a few 
of his comrades were won for Christ. 
At one time Gospel services were con- 
ducted in a Roman Catholic schoolroom 
—which was perhaps not the least of the 
strange things that happen in times of 
But he had his full share of sol- 
He took part in the 


war. 
diering as well. 
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famous retreat and suffered in one of 
the early type of bombing raids. He 
experienced a miraculous escape from 
death, but the consequences were to have 
serious after-results, 

After three years’ military service, 
Arthur returned to the B.T.I, and also 
entered the Glasgow University. The 
Principal of the B.T.I. at that time was 
the saintly and scholarly Dr. D. M. Mc- 
Intyre whose influence on his students 
was profound. Two years later, he re- 
ceived a unanimous call to the Victoria 
Street Baptist Church, Galashiels. It 
was in this Border countryside that the 
present writer first met Arthur Hedley, 
and at once came to appreciate his un- 
usual Christian qualities, ... 

His ministry at Galashiels lasted for 
eleven years and the blessing of God 
was richly manifested throughout that 
whole period. Many were won for 
Christ and the membership of the church 
was doubled, becoming a great force of 
Christian witness throughout the Bor- 
ders. Here, however, the effects of that 
bombing raid were to show themselves. 
Arthur’s speech and hearing became so 
badly affected that, on the advice of an 
Edinburgh specialist, he resigned his pas- 
torate. During this period, the church 
showed its great love for their pastor. 
An excellent and able band of laymen 
were prepared to carry on the preaching 
ministry indefinitely. The specialist 
thought a few months’ rest from speak- 
ing would restore the voice to normal 
health and strength, but, alas, it was 
not so. 

Many anxious months were spent in 
the hands of nerve and throat specialists, 
but to little purpose, and it looked as 
if the days of Arthur Hedley’s ministry 
were over. At this stage, friends sug- 
gested that he should take up writing. 
Through a paragraph in the late Jane 
Stoddart’s column in the British Weekly 
Arthur was put in touch with Mr. Sel- 
wyn Orley, a lifelong friend of the deaf, 
by whose kindly and expert help he 
gained a footing in Christian journalism. 
So an even wider service was opened 
up, and for the last twelve years the 
name of Arthur Hedley has appeared 








In His own secret and wonderful way, 
God does give supporting grace to all 
who cast themselves entirely upon Him. 
When in our helplessness, distress, and 
need we cry, “Who is sufficient for these 
things?” we shall hear the voice of our 
Lord saying, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” .. . Sometimes after we have 
passed through some crushing experi- 
ence we are amazed that we did not 
collapse. How did we come through that 
ordeal radiant and triumphant? It was 
because Christ gave us grace to be 
strong, patient, courageous, — Arthur 
Hedley, in SuNpAY ScHooL Times edito- 
rial, March 6, 1948. 
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frequently in British and American re- 
ligious papers. 

So a double affliction, which would 
have reduced most people to despair, 
only served to open up a much wider 
ministry to Arthur Hedley than he might 
otherwise have known. From every part 
of the world letters reach him telling 
of help and blessing received. As far 
as I know, this is the first time the story 
of Arthur Hedley has been told. It will 
be to very many an additional cause for 
praise to God that the spiritual help 
they have received has come from the 
fragrance of a life that has flowered in 
the rare climate of the high uplands of 
tried Christian faith. 


we 
Notes on Open Letters 


“The Two Babylons” 


I would like to purchase the book 
entitled “The Two Babylons, or the 
Papal Worship Proved to Be the Wor- 
ship of Nimrod and His Wife,” by the 
Rev. Alexander Hislop. [“Notes on 
Open Letters,” Feb. 23, 1952.|—A Flor- 
ida reader. 

“The Two Babylons,” by Alexander 
Hislop, may be obtained at $3.50 per 
copy from Loizeaux Brothers, 19 W. 21st 
St.. New York 10. The book is a schol- 
arly treatise on the similarities between 
the objects and modes of worship of 
ancient Babylon and of the present 
Babylon, the Roman Catholic Church. 
It is based on information secured 
through much study and research, and 
cites more than 260 original sources and 
facts. All of these help to show that 
many of the doctrines and practices of 
the Roman Catholic Church really had 
their origin in the pagan Babylonian 
worship of Nimrod and his wife. It is 
illustrated with sixty-one wood cuts 
from Nineveh, Babylon, Egypt, Pompeii, 
and other ancient lands. 


we 


A Missionary Tour 
for Pastors and Laymen 


HE Central American Mission is 

planning a non-profit missionary tour 
of Guatemala from Wednesday, July 23, 
to Friday, August 1. The aim of the trip 
is to give pastors and laymen an oppor- 
tunity to see for themselves the urgent 
need for the Gospel and the conditions 
under which missionaries live and work. 


The party will be limited to sixteen 
members. The cost of the tour is $250, 
which includes round trip by air be- 
tween New Orleans and Guatemala City, 
entertainment and travel in Guatemala, 
and which must be paid not later than 
July 15. Further information, as to 
clothing, baggage, cameras, and the like, 
will gladiy be supplied by the Central 
American Mission, 3611 Congress Ave., 
Dallas 19, Tex. 
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re- Vii. My Part in Continuing in Victory 


By ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 


Just as the believer has a part 
which only he can accomplish in 
entering into victory, so he has a 
part in going on in the life that is 
Christ. This seventh article and the 
concluding one that will follow next 
week will point out three relation- 
ships in which the Christian must 


uld 

air, Three important relationships in the Christian's 
der . : ° 

ght new life in Christ 
art 

ing HE first secret of living the Chris- 
far Tim life is to become a Christian. 
ty Multitudes are trying to live the 
vill Christian life without the miracle that 
for makes them new creatures in Christ. 
elp Only a new man can live a new life. 
the Men and women today are longing for 
- a life of peace and joy; they yearn for 


contentment and serenity in the midst of 
the confusions of life; they long to have 
an experience with God and of power 
beyond their human powers. One evi- 
; dence of this is the increasing numbers 
of books on the secret of victorious liv- 
ing—books written by psychologists, who 
deny the fact of sin and ignore a per- 


ok sonal God; by Modernists, who deny 
he the atonement and the new birth; by 
r= philosophers, who deal only with the 
he natural powers of man. Some of these 
on pre 
iT. books have become best sellers, indicat- 
ing the hunger for the fruits of Chris- 
er tian faith among those who are unwilling 
er to start where God starts in the produc- 
st ing cf these fruits of joy and peace and 
” victory. 
on God starts with the fact that man is 
of a guilty sinner who needs an atonement; 
nt he is dead in trespasses and sins, and 
h. needs the mirecle of a new life. When 
d a man takes Christ as his Saviour he 
d becomes a new creature in Christ. That 
d is a great crisis: it happens in a moment, 
it though a long process may lead up to it. 
of Now he is to live, day by day, and mo- 
d ment by moment, walking in newness of 
n resurrecticn life, running with stead- 
is fastness the race set before him (Rom. 
Ss 6:4; Heb. 12:1, 2). 
i, One distinction among Christians is 
that some are “babes,” and others are 
mature (1 Cor, 3:1; 2:6; Phil, 3:15). A 
new-born Christian just out of heathen- 
ism, whether it be the heathenism of 
Africa or India or America, is a babe 
in Christ. We do not judge him as to 
his conduct in the way a mature Chris- 
5 tian is judged. Nevertheless, he is open 
4 to learn rapidly what things please the 
} Lord, and he should press on to matur- 
) ity (Heb. 5:11 to 6:3). 


Another distinction among Christians 
is in the difference in their spiritual 
gifts: all are members of one Body, but 
each having his own gift for service 
(Rom, 12; 1 Cor, 12; Eph. 4:1-16; Matt. 
25: 14-30). 

A third distinction among Christians 
is in the variaticn in their growth in 
grace, and in their zeal in Christian serv- 
ice. All Christians are to grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of the Lord both 
before and after they become mature 


(2 Pet. 3:18; Phil. 3:10-16; 1 Cor. 15:10; 
Luke 19:11-27). 








fulfill his responsibility if victory is 
to be a day-by-day and moment-by- 
moment experience. 

All eight of the articles in the 
series will be reprinted in a single 
pamphlet. It may be had from Co- 
lumbia_ Bible College, Columbia, 
S. C., at 35 cents each. Just ask for 
“The Bible Message on the Victorious 
Life.” 

Many Sunday School Times readers 
will doubtless be glad to be re- 
minded that this same message of 
victory in Christ is being proclaimed 
at summer conferences at America’s 
Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J., and 
at Ben Lippen, Asheville, N. C., to 
which addresses inquiries may be 
sent for particulars. 








These differences among Christians are 
quite distinct from another difference 
recognized in the New Testament. All 
Christians are “in the Spirit,” and not 
“in the flesh” (Rom, 8:9). Christians are 
called on to walk in the Spirit (Rem. 
8:4; Gal. 5:16, 24). Yet there are Chris- 
tians who walk after the flesh. So Paul 
writes to the Corinthian Christians who 
have jealousy and strife among them (1 
Cor. 3:3). He could not speak unto them 
as unto spiritual, but as unto fleshly. 
They were walking as men. That is, 
they were acting like unconverted peo- 
ple. Now this envy and strife were not 
something out of which they should 
grow. It was a sin to be confessed and 
put away. They were in defeat. 

We have considered in an earlier 
article three words in Romans 6 which 
indicate a Christian’s respons*bility for 
entering into victory, as a life attitude. 
These are the words: “know,” “yield,” 
“reckon” or “trust.” Any Christian who 
has been defeated through lack of knowl- 
edge or lack of surrender or lack of 
appropriating faith, or lack of all three, 


needs a definite decision or “crisis” to 
enter into victory. Then follows the 
process. 

There is another word in Romans 6 


that concerns the day-by-day living out 
of this life. It is the word “obey” (Rom, 
6:12, 16-19). It may be spelled “abide.” 

The first secret in living in victory is 





to start right. Many who have had the 
blessed experience of entering into vic- 
tory have failed because they have not 
carried out the responsibility for con- 
tinuing in victory. We may think of the 
Christian’s responsibility for continuing 
in victory in three relationships of his 
new life: 

1. THE CHRISTIAN’S DEALING WITH TEMP- 
TATION AND SIN. 

2. THE CHRISTIAN’S 
CuRIST. 

3. THE CHRISTIAN’S SERVICE. 


FELLOWSHIP WITH 


1, THE CHRISTIAN’S DEALING WITH TEMP- 
TATION AND Sin.—What is the diliffer- 
ence between the experience of a Chris- 
tian who has entered into victory and 
his experience before that time? He is 
not yet sinless. His new attitude of 
yielding and trusting does not guarantee 
against failure or sin. But there is a 
vital difference between the way the 
average Christian considers sin and vic- 
tory and this new attitude. For one 
thing, he is now accepting God's stand- 
ard as his standard. He has a new sen- 
sitiveness to everything that grieves the 
Spirit. Hitherto, he has perhaps con- 
sidered his irritation, or his untruth- 
fulness, or his expression of selfishness 
in various ways, or his laziness, his lack 
of love, his impure thoughts, his world- 
liness and all that belongs to the flesh 
as a necessary thing in his life. Now he 
recognizes all these things as sin. There 
is to be instant confession, and faith 
for instant restoration. The failure 
brings a humbling, and a recognition of 
the truth that apart from Christ we can 
do nothing except sin. But we are not 
apart from Christ. There is not only 
the cleansing from the sin that is con- 
fessed, but there is the power to walk 
in new obedience. We are to put to 
death the doings of the body, by the 
Spirit (Rom. 8:13). Our part is yield- 
ing and trusting, in each temptation. 

These truths have always been pre- 
sented by the great evangelical theo- 
logians of the church. But they have 
been counted rather theoretical by Chris- 
tians, instead of being put into actual 
practice. Christians have used the truth 
that “no since the fall 
even been able to keep the command- 
ments of God perfectly,” as an 
for failure, or at least as an explanation 
of his own failures. Every Christian can 
say, “I know that in me, that is, in my 
flesh, there dwelleth no good thing,” 
but a Christian learned the 
secret of God's supernatural power 
through the Holy Spirit is not laying 


mere man has 


excuse 


who has 
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emphasis on the side of his failure and 
defeat, but on the side of the grace 
of God. 

A Christian needs to know how temp- 
tation comes and how to meet it. Dr. 
Melvin Grove Kyle has defined tempta- 
tion as “the stirring up of a natural de- 
sire to go beyond the bound set by God.” 
Or, we might put it this way: “Temp- 
tation is the appeal to a natural desire 
to be used contrary to the will of God.” 
Dr. Kyle summed up the three desires 
that all human beings have, the desire 
to enjoy things, the desire to get things, 
the desire to do things. The first de- 
sire concerns everything connected with 
the appetites of our own body. The sec- 
ond desire concerns everything in the 
world outside our own body. The third 
desire concerns everything that we may 
do to influence that world outside our- 
selves. These temptations came to Adam 
and Eve when they were sinless. These 
same temptations came to our Lord 
Jesus, who was sinless. Adam and Eve 
sinned at these three points. The appeal 
was to eat something that was good to 
the taste, to take something that was a 
delight to the eyes, and to accomplish the 
great purpose of being like God. Our 
Lord won the victory for us in these 
same three temptations. 

Today, the Christian is tempted in the 
same way. The difference is that we now 
have a fallen human nature, and therefore 
our natural desires are affected by sin. 
Nevertheless, there are natural desires 
which in themselves are not evil, such 
as eating and drinking, and sharing in 
all the enjoyments that God has pro- 
vided for the human body. It is right 


Strangers Come to Kochi 
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to get possession of things in the world. 
Our great ambition should be to accom- 
plish things, and in this to become like 
God. Temptation is an appeal to these 
natural desires to seek these things in a 
way that is contrary to the will of God. 

When we give way to the temptation 
to enjoy in a wrong way the appetites 
of our body, this is the sin of lust. Such 
is the sin of gluttony, or intemperance, 
or laziness, or unchastity. The affection 
between husband and wife, for example, 
is one of the great gifts from God. When 
there is a temptation to express a like 
affection, whether in thought or word or 
act, toward some man or woman other 
than the life partner, that is the sin of 
lust. Such is “petting,” and any physi- 
cal expression of affection between men 
and women not pledged as life partners. 

When we get money, or use money, 
contrary to God’s will, that is the sin of 
covetousness, or idolatry. 

The greatest desire is what we call 
ambition. When a Christian worker, 
giving his whole life to the service of 
the Lord, is tempted to any ambition 
that does not put God’s glory first, he is 
sinning the sin of pride, or the vain- 
glory of life. Thus there are these three 
sins, lust, covetousness, and pride (1 
John 2:15-17). We are to understand 
that temptation is not sin. We are to 
be sensitive when these temptations 
come, and to know that God’s way of 
meeting them is through grace, and 
through His supernatural power. Thus 
we are to put to death the doings of 
the body by the Spirit (Rom. 8:13). 

(To be continued) 


And Christ comes into the heart of a lonely and sad little Japanese hotel maid 


This is the true story of one of the many Japanese who have been 
reached for Christ through the Pocket Testament League’s campaign of 


Scripture distribution and evangelization. 


The two Americans and the 


Japanese man mentioned in it are representatives of the Pocket Testa- 


ment League in the Far East. 


But there are millions still unreached in Japan and Formosa and 
Korea, where the P. T. L. is conducting campaigns, and funds are 
urgently needed to print and distribute the Scriptures to these needy 


peoples while doors remain open, 


Will you help, and pray, and give? 


Free copies of this story in tract form may be had in small quantities 
from the Pocket Testament League, Inc., 156 Fifth Ave., New York 10. 


AZUKO YOSHIMURA is a pretty, 
fragile-looking Japanese girl who 
lives in Kochi, Japan—an ancient city 
which hugs the Tosa Bay. If you were 
to look into Kazuko’s happy face today, 
you would never guess the story of grief 
and suffering that lies behind her spar- 
kling dark eyes and ready smile, 
But let’s start from the beginning. 
Kazuko was born the only child of a 
respected family of moderate means. 


Her early childhood was a serene and 
happy one, but when Kazuko was just 
eleven years old, her father died, leav- 
ing Kazuko and her mother. 


For Kazuko’s mother, this was the be- 
ginning of a long, hard struggle agdinst 
want, but she determined that her 
daughter should not be deprived of the 
education and sound home training so 
important to every Japanese girl. So 
Kazuko went to school with her friends, 
while her mother worked and saved to 
take care of their modest needs. Kazuko 
was a good student, and it was a proud 
day for both mother and daughter when 
she was finally graduated. 

Immediately after graduation, Kazuko 
embarked on a second and equally im- 
portant phase of her education. Under 
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the careful tutelage of her mother, she 
learned all the intricate skills of the 
many hcusehold arts that every Japanese 
woman must know if she is to be a good 
wife and mother. Kazuko learned to 
sew and cook. She learned the ancient 
ceremonies connected with household 
duties. 

At twenty-one, Kazuko was ready for 
marriage to the man who had long be- 
fore been selected for her, and in the 
solemn Japanese ceremony she became 
his bride. These were the war years, 
but in spite of the shortages and hard- 
ships, Kazuko was happy. She loved 
her husband and her little house, and 
her joy was complete when her baby 
daughter, Yuko, was born. 

Then, suddenly, Kazuko’s happiness 
was shattered. Her beloved husband 
died, and, soon afterward, in one of the 
worst air raids of the war, her home 
and all her belongings were bombed 
and burned to rubble. In the midst of 
her overwhelming grief, Kazuko realized 
that she was now the sole support of 
her aging mother and her tiny daughter, 
and that she must find work. 

Jobs were not easy to find for a girl 
who had been trained to be a wife and 
mother, and Kazuko went from place to 
place locking for some kind of work 
that would pay her enough to support 
her little family. Finally, she was forced 
to take a humble position as maid at the 
small Tomonoya Hotel. 

Kazuko’s heart was heavy as she went 
about her work from early morning till 
late at night. The work was hard, and 
her tired body ached all over after each 
long day. But worse still was the ache 
in her heart when she thought of her 
little daughter and her old mother at 
home alone, and of the sorrow and lone- 
liness that surrounded all their lives. 

Then, one day in February, a great 
event took place at the Tomonoya Hotel 
—an event that changed Kazuko’s en- 
tire ‘life. Two American men, Charles 
Anderson and Don Robertson, and a 
Japanese man, John Fukuda, arrived in 
the city of Kochi and registered at the 
hotel. No Westerners had ever visited 
there before, and the maids were as 
frightened as they were excited over 
the arrival of the foreigners. Why 
had the men come to this out-of-the-way 
city? What were Mr. Anderson and Mr. 
Robertson doing in Japan, so far from 


home? Why was the Japanese man, 
Fukuda-san, traveling with the two 
Americans? 


Kazuko was the most interested of all 
the maids. Because her own life was so 
sad, she watched the strangers with in- 
creasing wonder each day. They were 
not like any people she had ever known 
before. They seemed always happy. 
They sang together and there was laugh- 
ter and kindness in their conversation. 
Kazuko wondered what made these men 
so happy and so kind. 

Finally, one night, she decided that she 
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Lesson for July 6 


must talk to them. Summoning all her 
courage, Kazuko went to the men. Tim- 
idly, in her broken English, she tried 
to express her thoughts of the past week. 
“You and God,” she said, “the berry 
same to me.” The men seemed to sense 
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at once what it was she was trying to 
say, and quietly and earnestly they be- 
gan to tell her the story of the Saviour 
and His love. They told her how the 
Lord Jesus had come all the way from 


(Continued on page 558) 


Mrs. Low Finishes Her Course 


Another member of The Sunday School Times family joins the family in Heaven 


N SATURDAY, May 31, Mrs. Ethel 

S. Low went to be with the Lord. 
From November 16, 1929, to December 
15, 1934, she wrote “Teaching by Ob- 
jects” for THe Sunpay Scuoot TIMEs. 
Since the lesson of January 6, 1935, she 
has been writing “For Primary Teachers,” 
and before laying down her work she 
had already completed her article for 
August 3 of this year. Just three years 
ago she wrote to Mr. Lane: 

“Did you know that this is a celebra- 
tion year for me? I began writing Ob- 
ject Lessons for the Times in November 
or December, 1929. If any person had 
told me then that I would be writing 
for the Times twenty years, I would 
have fallen by the wayside in sheer 
discouragement at the number of les- 
sons that would mean. But when you 
do one at a time, week by week, or 
a month at a time, it has been a happy 
task, and I am very grateful for the op- 
portunity that it has given me to help 
those who teach the little folk.” 

The Editors thank God for Mrs. Low’s 
faithful service through all these years, 
and the influence of her writings in 
these columns has been very far- 
reaching. The writer who will succeed 
Mrs. Low in the Trmes will be an- 
nounced in a forthcoming issue. The 
Editors are happy to be able to share 
with readers at this time Mrs. Low’s 
personal testimony, which she wrote in 
August, 1945. 


Mrs. Low’s TESTIMONY 


6¢T WAS boin April 13, 1879, at Scotts- 

ville, Ky., of Christian parents, 
Benjamin Elbert Alden and Dora Gunn 
Symonds Alden. My father was a law- 
yer. When I was three years old, the 
family moved to Red Oak, Iowa, where 
we lived until 1898, when we moved to 
San Jose, Calif., just after I graduated 
from high school. I had three sisters, 
one dying in infancy. 

“I cannot remember when I did not 
love the Lord, and at the age of ten 
I united with the Presbyterian Church. 

“In 1904 I was married to Willard I. 
Case, who died three years later from 
typhoid fever contracted at Mt. Hermon 
in the course of his duties as superin- 
tendent of grounds, installing water and 
sewer systems. From then, I have been 
more or less closely identified with Mt. 
Hermon. 

“In 1910, I was married to Will Arthur 
Low, D.D.S. In 1917 we moved to Mo- 
desto. We have one child, Mrs. Martha 


Hardie, and three grandchildren here, 
Norman Arthur, Alden Earl, Jeanette 
Ethel, and one precious little grand- 
daughter in the glory, Sharon Lorraine. 

“In 1922 my husband and I were used 
of God in the organizing of the Grace 
Baptist Church of Modesto, with which 
we were actively identified for twenty 
years, 

“In 1929 my physician said I had but 
six months to live, as my heart was so 
seriously affected. I was taken to Mt. 
Hermon on a bed, to die. But, after sev- 
eral months of awful prostration, I began 
to recover. 

“This illness marked a turning point in 
my life. Before, I had done much church 
work, but had very little knowledge of 
the Word and no conception of a yielded 
life. While on my bed I began to study 
the Word and write out little object 
lessons on various verses. I had taught 
a Sunday school class since I was fifteen, 
and always had used object lessons, 
though I had never heard of visual aids, 

“In an unusual manner, and unknown 
to me, some of my written object les- 
sons came into Dr. Trumbull’s hands, 
and he asked me to write “Teaching by 
Objects’ for THE SuNpDAay Scuoot TIMEs. 
Later he asked me to take over the Pri- 
mary lesson column, 

“With returning health, I began teach- 
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ing Bible classes, at one time teaching 
eight classes a week, During this period, 
I also spoke on various conference pro- 
grams: Torrey Memorial at Biola; Chris- 
tian Fundamentals at Portland, Oreg., 
Tacoma and Everett, Wash., Vancouver, 
B. C., and Toronto, Ont.; Lake Sammam- 
mish and Mt. Hermon Summer Confer- 
ences; and Sunday school conferences in 
many places. 

“This full program was rudely stopped 
on October 18, 1941, when a partially in- 
toxicated girl drove through a red light 
into the side of the car in which my 
husband and I were riding. 

“My husband escaped with shock and 
bruises, and I was thrown thirty feet, 
and lay in the hospital fortwo months with 
severe brain concussion, shock, and other 
injuries. Little hope was given for my 
recovery, and it was undoubtedly in an- 
swer to prayer that after a year I was 
up and able to walk. With eyesight 
so impaired that I could never drive a 
car, and a back injury that hindered 
active labor, life seemed very circum- 
scribed. 

“Even this God has blessed. More time 
for study, more time for writing, more 
time for fellowship with the Lord, And 
when the ‘kicking against the pricks’ 
subsided, God began opening doors. Two 
classes came to my own home, at their 
request. Then I had an invitation to 
teach a class in Teacher Training in 
Oakland, eighty miles away. God won- 
derfully opened the way for transporta- 
tion and entertainment, and the classes 
were blessed. This work is planned 
again for this fall. 

“Then came the call to write lessons 
for the Junior Hi Key to Life Club, and 
the Good News Club for children, and to 
write radio scripts for the Good News 
Program each week, 

“So God has led, through a long life. 
Somehow I never expected to live to be 
old, and still can’t realize that I am 
what the world calls ‘old,’ for living is 
still full of thrills and anticipation. 

“My life has not been as I planned, 
for my girlhood’s dream was of being a 
great singer, and I took a conservatory 
course in voice with this in view; but the 
only songs I could ever sing well were 
Gospel songs. I began music lessons at 
seven, and at eleven, played for Chris- 
tian Endeavor and prayer meeting, and 
for fifty years either played or sang in 
the choir. 

“My hobbies have been flowers, knit- 
ting and crocheting, and raising chickens. 

“Late in life, quite unexpectedly, I 
began my writing, though I had done 
news reporting as a girl, 

“My home life has been exceedingly 
happy, and for thirty-five years my hus- 
band and I have enjoyed Christian serv- 
ice together. God has been exceedingly 
gracious and patient with us, and we 
praise Him for all things. Sometimes 
the ‘all things’ have been hard to take, 
but we know they are part of God’s plan 
for us.” 
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LESSON 1. JULY 6. IN THE TIME OF THE JUDGES 
Judges 1:1 to 3:6; 21:25; printed text, 2:8-17; 21:25 
Golden Text.—Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.—Psa. 33:12 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Judges 2:8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the 
Lorp, died, being an hundred and ten years old. 

9 And they buried him in the border of his inheritance in 
Timnath-heres, in the mount of Ephraim, on the north side 
of the hill Gaash. 

10 And also all that generation were gathered unto their 
fathers: and there arose another generation after them, 
which knew not the LorpD, nor yet the works which he had 
done for Israel. 

11 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, and served Baalim: 

12 And they forsook the Lorp God of their fathers, which 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other 
gods, of the gods of the people that were round about them, 
and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the Lorp 


14 And the anger of the Lorp was hot against Israel, and 
he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled 
them, and he sold them into the hands of their enemies 
round about, so that they could not any longer stand before 
their enemies, 

15 Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the Lorp was 
against them for evil, as the Lorp had said, and as the Lorp 
had sworn unto them: and they were greatly distressed, 

16 Nevertheless the Lorp raised up judges, which delivered 
them out of the hand of those that spoiled them, 

17 And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but 
they went a whoring after other gods, and bowed them- 
selves unto them: they turned quickly out of the way which 
their fathers walked in, obeying the commandments of the 
Lorp; but they did not so. 


Chap. 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel: 
every man did that which was right in his own eyes. 


to anger. 


13 And they forsook the Lorp, and served Baal and Ash- 


taroth, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


UDGES is one of the saddest books 
a in the Bible. It is a terrible reve- 

lation of the corruption and deceit- 
fulness of the human heart. Here is a 
nation which has known the wonderful 
works of God—His deliverance from the 
bondage of Egypt, His miraculcus guid- 
ance and provision through the desert 
years, His mighty power in securing for 
their possession the land which He had 
promised to their fathers. Yet as soon 
as that generation died off, which had 
been actual eyewitnesses of these won- 
ders, degeneration sweeps the nation like 
a virulent plague. In Exodus we see 
God's controversy with Egypt, but in 
Judges we see God’s conflict with His 
own people. 
Verse by Verse 

Judges 2:8—“And Joshua , . . died, 
being an hundred and ten years old.” 
The greatest of men go the way of the 
least. Long life is not eternal. We can- 
not lean on the arm of flesh. Joshua 
lacked ten years of Moses’ age. What 
better epitaph could one have than “the 
servant of the Lord”? 

Verse 9.—“And they buried him in the 
border of his inheritance.” There was 
not the secrecy about Joshua’s grave 
that there was about Moses’ (Deut. 34:6). 
Finally an earthly inheritance becomes 
only a place to lie down in. How dif- 
ferent the inheritance of 1 Peter 1:4! 

Verse 10.—‘And there arose another 
generation which knew not the 
Lord.” 


Compare Exodus 1:8. Had the 
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generation which knew the Lord failed 
to obey Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 20-25? It 
is the duty of this generation to see that 
the next generation will not be without 
the knowledge of God, 


Verse 1!1.—“And the children of Israel 
.,. served Baalim.” “Baalim” is a plural 
word, meaning “lords.” It refers to the 
numerous images of Baal, the lord, or 
god, of the heathen among whom Israel 
dwelt. It always seems easier to turn 
people to false gods than to the true 
God. One man from India turned the 
whole land of Tibet to Buddha, yet 
Tibet has been closed to Christian wit- 
ness all these years. 


Verse 12.—“And they forsook the Lord 
God ... and provoked the Lord to 
anger.” This was the spiritual fornica- 
tion which so plagued Israel through 
their history, bringing judgment after 
judgment upon them. Instead of uphold- 
ing the testimony of the Lord, they 
yielded to the sensual attractions of 
pagan worship. 

Verse 13.—“Served Baal and Ashta- 
roth.” Ashtaroth was the Canaanite 
equivalent of the Syrian goddess Astarte 
or the Roman Venus, and was worshiped 
with the most obscene and debasing 
rites. 

Verse 14.—“And the anger of the Lord 
was hot ... so that they could not any 
longer stand.” Sin itself weakens and 
unfits one for the struggle against foes, 
but when the power of God is withdrawn 
in judgment and thrown into the scale 
against us, we are in sorry condition. 
Here is the reverse of Psalm 146:5. 


Verse 15.—“The hand of the Lord was 
against them , , . and they were greatly 


distressed.” If God is for us, we need 
not worry about those who are against 
us (Rom. 8:31), but what help can coun- 
terbalance the opposition of God? 


Verse 16—‘“Nevertheless the Lord 
raised up judges. which delivered them.” 
In wrath He remembered mercy (Hab. 
3:2). They were still His people, and 
He had respect to His covenant with 
the fathers. 


Verse 17—“‘And . . , they would not 
hearken . . . they turned quickly out of 
the way.” Their cries for help did not 
show true repentance, so relief from 
trouble found them back in their old 
sins. How patient and long-suffering is 
our God! 


Chap. 21:25.—“No king in Israel: every 
man . , . right in his own eyes.” See 
chapter 17:6; 18:1; 19:1. A sad and 
monotonous repetition. Was not God 
their king? See 1 Samuel 12:12. But 
long before they asked for a king, thus 
rejecting the theocracy (1 Sam. 8:7), 
they had deposed God in their hearts, 
and were in a state of anarchy. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Book of the Judges makes very 
sad reading. It is the story of repeated 
failure on the part of a people who had 
every opportunity to go to the top. 
Chosen of God from of old, they had 
been brought out of Egypt’s bondage, 
led and sustained in the wilderness, 
and planted in a land of possession, all 
by the miraculous intervention of God. 
They had seen and known His mighty 
works, had received His holy Law, had 
realized His faithfulness to His Word of 
promise. No man had been able to 
stand against them while they feared and 
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Lesson for July 6 


served the Lord. At the same time they 
had experienced enough of the chasten- 
ing rod of God to convince them that 
disobedience and rebellion could not 
prosper. 

But the human heart is bent on rebel- 
lion. It goes astray like a silly sheep. 
It drinks up iniquity like a camel. It 
refuses instruction and despises correc- 
tion. It will not call to mind the les- 
sons of the past. It says, “These things 
only happened.” So it was with Israel. 
When the strong hand of Joshua was re- 
moved, they forgot the past and all the 
mercies and chastenings of God, and 
yielded to the lure of the heathen re- 
ligions round about, with their visible 
idols, their orgies of lust, their condon- 
ing of sin, their voluptuous rites, 

Dr. W. Graham Scroggie has well 
summed up the repeated story of the 
Book of Judges in four words: sin, servi- 
tude, supplication, and salvation. Our 
lesson portion gives this general outline 
in chapter 2:11-16, while the verses that 
follow (17-19) indicate that the same 
process was followed again and again. 
The result was an era of confusion, when 
no real progress was made in the life 
of the nation. They were continually 
in jeopardy, and much of the time op- 
pressed by nations weaker than them- 
selves. The anarchy of the period is 
referred to or hinted at four times in the 
Book, and in the final verse is given 
as the explanation of the whole pitiful 
situation. “In those days there was no 
king in Israel: every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes.” Every man 
needs a king. We are not capable of 
directing our own way. If only Israel 
had acknowledged their King (1 Sam. 
12:12), they would have been a strong, 
noble, triumphant people. And if we 
will really allow Christ’s kingship in 
our lives, instead of being the victims 
of confusion, we shall walk upon our 
high places in victory and blessing. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The passing of a godly generation 
(Judges 2:7-10). 

2. The apostasy of a new generation (vs, 
11-13). 

3. The judgment on a sinful generation 
(vs. 14, 15). 

4. The deliverance of a distressed gen- 
eration (v. 16). 


Topics for Development 

A Cycle Repeated. Seven times we 
read the words, “did evil in the sight of 
the Lord” (chaps. 2:11; 3:7, 12; 4:1; 6:1; 
10:6; 13:1). Seven oppressions came 
upon them, six from without, and one 
from the tyranny of Abimelech, the un- 
scrupulous son of Gideon. The nations 
which oppressed them were the Meso- 
potamians, the Moabites, the Canaanites, 
the Midianites, the Ammonites, and the 
Philistines. Deliverance came from these 
through Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, 
Jephthah, and Samson. Make a chart, 
showing in one column the apostasies, 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. June 29.—Christ’s New Command- 
ment. 
Mark 12:28-34; John 13:34, 35; 15:10-14 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. July 13.—Deborah, a Woman of 
Courage Judges 4 and 5 








in the second the servitudes, and in the 
third the judges by whom they were 
delivered. Other judges are mentioned 
(Shamgar, Tola, Jair, Ibzan, Elon, and 
Abdon), who could appear in the chart, 
but their work was to maintain the 
freedom already won. 

Bad Times. In addition to the gen- 
eral cycle of sin, servitude, supplication, 
and salvation, we are given four stories 
of the times of the judges which cast 
light upon those confused days. .They 
show how corruption and anarchy had 
entered every phase of the national life. 
We see corruption in politics in the story 
of Abimelech the usurper (chap. 9), cor- 
ruption in religion in the story of Micah 
and his images (chaps 17 and 18), and 
corruption in morals in the story of the 
Levite and his concubine (chaps, 19 to 
21). Over against all that, we have the 
lovely story of the Book of Ruth, with 
its picture of simple piety in the midst 
of so much corruption. So we learn 
that departure from God means con- 
fusion and depravity, but also that true 
godliness may be found in the darkest 
days. 


Personal Applications 
None of us is immune from the fatal 
drift. Therefore “be sober, be vigilant.” 
The lure of the world will not affect 
us while we keep clear and fresh the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT four words represent the re- 
peated story of the times of the 
judges? 
2. How many judges are listed in the 
Book of Judges? 


3. Why are not Barak and Abimelech 
listed as judges? 


4. Who were judges of Israel between 
the time recorded in the Book of Judges 
and the establishing of the kingdom? 


5. What nations scourged Israel during 
the times of the judges? 


6. How did Joshua's age compare with 
Moses’ ? 

7. What is the meaning of the word 
“Baalim”? 

8. When do men lose power to stand? 


9. What New Testament verse gives 
the secret of invincibility? 


10. What happens when men recognize 
no authority but their own? 


(Answers on page 557) 


* (7) 55] 


memory of God’s gracious dealings with 


us. 

If God cannot use you against the 
wicked, He will use the wicked against 
you. 

The answer to life’s confusion is the 
kingship of Christ, as the answer to the 
world’s confusion will be the kingship 
of Christ. 

You can still be a Boaz in the midst 
of spiritual anarchy. 


Golden Text 

Psalm 33:12.—“Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord.” But what if 
the nation turns to the gods of gold and 
pleasure and learning and power? The 
blessing will soon give place to a curse. 
Pray for our nation, 

WHEATON, ILL. 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcesTeD HyMNs 
“Revive Us Again” 
“Soldiers of Christ, Arise” 

“Father in Heaven, Who Lovest All” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Lord, we thank Thee for 
Thy Word given us to hide in our hearts 
that we might not sin against Thee. For- 
give us that we and our land have 
neglected Thy Word and fallen into sin 
by our neglect. Send a revival of Bible 
teaching all over this land that shall 
turn people everywhere from sin to 
Thee. Make us truly to be a nation 
whose God is the Lord and whose in- 
struction is the Bible. Extend Thy 
mercy to the sick, the sorrowful, and all 
who are in want. Help the tempted and 
tried that they may triumph over every 
tempting and testing. Send Thy Gospel 
to all people who have not heard it 
Lead each of us in the way wherein we 
can best serve Thee. Use our teachers 
here today to open to us Thy Word, and 
help us to be ambitious to be well pleas- 
ing unto Thee in all things through this 
new week. Forgive our sins, and both 
guard and guide us daily, for our Sav- 
iour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Ex-President Her- 
bert Hoover, in a recent address, refer- 
red to the Ten Commandments and the 
Sermon on the Mount, and then asked, 
“Can a nation live if these are not the 





WHICH WAY OUR LAND? 
BY SELF 


OR GOD'S WILL TO Recovery? 


guides of public life?” He might well 
have said, “of public and private life.” 
“Our greatest danger,” he said, “is not 
from foreign invasion. Our danger is 
that we may commit suicide from within 
by complaisance with evil.” He de- 
clared that sin has defeated many nations 
many times in history, and insisted that 
our strength lies in public sensitiveness 
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to evil. All of this has been proved true 
in the history of Israel. 

Take this study in Judges we have be- 
gun today. It is a sad chapter in Is- 
rael’s history. After Joshua and his 
generation had passed, “there arose an- 
other generation after them, which knew 
not the Lord,” our lesson says. And, 
as is always the case, these people who 
knew not the Lord “did evil in the sight 
of the Lord.” So God let their enemies 
overcome and distress them. All peo- 
ple who drift from God quickly forget 
their duty to Him and fall into evil ways, 
always with ruinous results. That is 
why we must keep faithfully attending 
church and Sunday school, studying 
God’s Word, obeying it, and trusting 
Christ as our Saviour. When we drift 
from God and His Word, we quickly 
fall into evil ways that bring us to ruin. 
That is why we should all be working 
and praying for a great revival in our 
land. 

We may feel there is nothing we can 
do to put the whole nation right. But, 
we can get right ourselves, and by our 
life and teaching can point people we 
know to the Lord and show them what 
Christian living is. So, in the face of the 
sin and wickedness of our time, let us 
each one say: 

I am but one, but I am one. 

I cannot do everything, 

But I can do something. 

What I can do I ought to do. 
What I ought to do, 

God helping me, I will do. 


VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 
4 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Joshua , . . the servant of the 
Lord died” (Judges 2:8).—Joshua, the 
man of faith, and consequently the vic- 
torious leader of God’s people, passed 
off the scene—also “all that generation.” 

While they lived, Israel worshiped and 
served the Lord. Oh, the far-reaching 
influence of a godly life! 

A high-caste Hindu in Jamaica for 
twelve months—unknown to her—watched 
a woman missionary living on the op- 
posite side of the road. At the end of 
the year he became a Christian, “for,” 
said he, “if Christianity can make any- 
one live as that lady lives, it must be 
the true religion.” One slip or one word 
amiss, he added, would have left him a 
Hindu. 

You tell on yourself by the friends that 

you seek, 

By the very manner in which you speak, 

By the way you employ your leisure time, 

By the use you make of dollar and dime. 

You tell what you are by the things you 

wear, 

By the spirit in which you your burdens 

bear, 

By the kind of things at which you laugh, 

By the records you play on the phono- 

graph. 


You tell what you are by the way you 
walk, 
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By the things of which you delight to 
talk; 

By the manner in which you bear defeat, 

By so simple a thing as how you eat. 

By the books you choose from the well- 
filled shelf: 

In these ways, and more, you tell on 
yourself; 

So there’s really no particle of sense 

In an effort to keep up false pretense. 


—Lighted Pathway. 


“There arose another generation ... 
which knew not the Lord” (Judges 2:10). 
—A personal, intimate knowledge of 
God, communicated by the Holy Spirit 
through the Holy Scriptures, is the real 
secret of success in the spiritual life. 
“The people that do know their God 
shall be strong, and do exploits” (Dan. 
11:32). This full knowledge of God is 
revealed and found only in the person of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The apostle’s prayer for the Colossians 
was that they “might be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding.” Why? “That 
ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work.” 
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“PILGRIMS PROGRESS”? 


“There aros€ another generation after them, that 
knew not Jehovah.” CYUOGES 2.:/0, RV.) 
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This generation knew not the Lord 
and His wonderful works, therefore they 
“corrupted themselves .. . in following 
other gods to serve them, and to bow 
down unto them; they ceased not from 
their own doings, nor from their stub- 
born way” (Judges 2:19). 

A missionary to South America said: 
“I was visiting a village for the first 
time. I spoke to a small group of peo- 
ple and read portions from the New 
Testament that told of the life and sac- 
rificial death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
At an appointed time the next day, they 
came again, eager to hear more of this 
wonderful story. I read to them again 
from the Scriptures more about our 
Lord’s Gospel of love and salvation. 

“At the close of the service a man 
came up to me and, looking into my face 
earnestly, asked, ‘Did you know the 
Man in the Book?’” How thankful the 
missionary was to be able to say: “Thank 
God, I know the Man in the Book. I 
know Him as my Saviour and Lord, and 
thus am able to tell others of Him!” 


“And they forsook the Lord, and, 


served Baal and Ashtaroth (Judges 2: 


A 

















The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 
churches. He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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Lesson for July 6 


13).—They served false gods, gods of 
the nations about them, gods of their 
own making. They took their thoughts 
of God from people utterly ignorant 
of God. They became idolaters. 

Christians are enjoined to keep them- 
selves from idols (1 John 5:21). “What 
is an idol? A man makes an idol of his 
business, or of the world, or a mother 
of her child. you may say. Quite true 
in a certain sense; but if you will re- 
member, in Scripture, an idol always 
has to do with the religious element. 
It is that which appeals to the con- 
science, and devotion and obedience 
come in. Now what is an idol? When 
the Children of Israel made an idol in 
the wilderness, what was it? It was 
called Jehovah. Aaron said, ‘Tomorrow 
is a feast to Jehovah,” And when he 
made the calf of gold, he said, ‘These 
are thy gods, which brought thee up 
out of the land of Egypt.’ And Aaron, 
poor man, was trying to link what truth 
he knew of God with the idolatry that 
was in the people’s hearts. It was a 
mixture of two, and the thing was to 
appeal to the religious sentiments of 
the people. .. . I may worship a God 
of power as revealed in Scripture, but 
if I do not add His holiness to it, I am 
worshiping an idol. I may worship a 
God of wisdom and knowledge as He is 
revealed in Scripture, but if I do not 
add to that His love and His righteous- 
ness, I have put elements in, which make 
it idolatry for me. And so I conceive 
idolatry to be, not as you might say, a 
total plunge into the darkness out of the 
full light, but the introduction into the 
light of elements of darkness” (S. 
Ridout). 

When I read, as I do, in “Science and 
Health” (p. 34, 1900 edition), “The Jew- 
ish tribal Jehovah was a man-projected 
God, liable to wrath, repentance, and 
human changeableness; the Christian 
Science God is universal, eternal divine 
Love, which changeth not, and sendeth 
no evil and no sin upon man,” I exclaim, 
“There is a false god—an idol made to 
appeal to the religious element in man!” 
There are many such gods in Christen- 
dom today. 

“Every man did that which was right 
in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).—One 
would think that the Israelites had never 
received the Law of God. The wise man 
informs us that “every way of a man is 
right in his own eyes” (Prov. 21:2). He 
also said, “The way of a fool is right 
in his own eyes,” then added, “but he 
that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise” 
(chap. 12:15). 

The philosophy of self-expression, as 
taught by many educators is the modern 
version of our text. Is it any wonder 
that juvenile delinquency is a national 
problem today? 

Wawona, CALIF. 

“ 

Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, during the next three 

months we will be studying one of 
the most interesting periods of Israel’s 
history, as recorded in the bocks of 
Judges, Samuel, and Kings. The period 
covers over 800 years; and in that time, 
beginning with the death of Joshua their 
great leader, a confused, sinning, and 
disorganized people, by the forgiving 
grace and power of God, became a pow- 
erful nation. They ccnquered the land 
of Canaan, and, while they did not alto- 
gether drive out the Canaanites or ex- 
terminate them as God had commanded 
them to do, yet they took possession and 
also put the neighboring lands under 
tribute. Finally, when David ascended 
the throne, Israel became one of the 
great powers of the world. This is one 
of the cutstanding tokens of God's grace 
and patience with His Chosen People, 
for they did not deserve it. They were 
continually disobedient to His clear 
command, particularly in the matter of 
worshiping idols. 

And that leads into today’s opening 
lesson of the third quarter of 1952, a 
chapter of forgetting God and falling 
away into idolatry. We are amazed at 
the folly of these Israelites. They had 
the great God, the creator cf the uni- 
verse, to worship. Not only was He all 
powerful and all wise, but He had shown 
them by many signs and wonders His 
desire to prosper them and to protect 
them from their enemies; yet they for- 
sook Him and turned to the worship 
of idols—the idols of the Canaanites, the 
people with whom God had clearly told 
them to have no connection after they 
had been driven out. 

But, fellows, here was a big part of 
the trouble: the Canaanites connected 
their worship of idols with vile social 
indulgences—impure, obscene, immoral. 
That attracted the sinful natures of the 
Israelites, and they allowed it to stifle 
and to overpower their sense of right 
and wrong and their loyalty to the God 
of their fathers. Also they intermarried 
with the Canaanites, and that was fatal. 
God punished them by delivering them 
into the hands of their enemies, “into 
the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, 

. so that they could not any longer 
stand before their enemies.” 

“Nevertheless,” continues the record, 
“the Lord raised up judges, which de- 
livered them out of the hand of those 
that spoiled them.” It reminds me of 
when Mother used to switch me for 
some flagrant act of disobedience, then 
gather me up in her arms and comfort 
me. “Even so it is not the will of your 
Father which is in heaven, that one of 
these little ones should perish” (Matt. 
18:14). 

Now, fellows, let us be frank with 
ourselves. We are shocked by the fool- 
ishness of the Isreelites in bowing down 
to images made of wood, stone, cr metal. 
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We cannot imagine ourselves doing any- 
thing so utterly senseless and ridiculous, 
Of course not; we are too intelligent 
for that. But listen: human nature has 
not changed. Sin is just as attractive 
to us as it was to the Israelites. God's 
Commandments are just the same today; 
they have never been revoked. What- 
ever comes into your life that shuts 
God out is an idol, Whatever thought, 
word, or act that dulls your vision of 
Jesus Christ or would cause you to 
shrink from His presence is an_ idol. 
Any sinful practice that keeps you from 
opening your Bible and searching God’s 
Word is an idol, If you are allowing 
that thing to come between you and God 
you are just as guilty of idolatry as the 
Israelites were. (And just as foolish!) 
We are great worshipers; we are bound 
to worship something. God built that 
quality into our very beings; He put it 
there for the worship of Himself, and 
He made it so that it is our only way 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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to happiness. But like every other good 
quality we may have, it is desired by 
the Devil for his own use—so he makes 
our sinful natures the means by which 
he would enslave us to himself and work 
out his designs to destroy us. What is 
your choice in this matter, fellows? 

In his farewell address to the Israel- 
ites, just before his death, Joshua said, 
“Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve; whether the gods which your 
fathers served that were on the other 
side of the flood, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but 
as for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord” (Josh, 24:15). 


Fontana Dan, N. C. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

A Dangerous Omission.—Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord (Psa. 33: 
12, Golden Text). The closing part of 
Lincoln’s famous Gettysburg address, 
reading, “We here highly resolve that 
these dead shall not have died in vain; 
that this nation, under God, shall have 
a new birth of freedom, and that gov- 
ernment of the people, by the people, 
and for the people, shall not perish from 
the earth,” is a wonderful ideal, but 
are we not in danger of omitting those 
two vital words, “under God”? “Gov- 
ernment of the people, by the people, 
and for the people” may be little more 
than a form of tyranny, but government 
of the people under God, by the people 
under God, and for the people under 
God, is a form of government that honors 
God, that submits to His righteous rule, 
and that is exalted thereby.—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 


Joshua’s Obituary.—The servant of the 
Lord (Judges 2:8). In obituary notices 
the highest honors attained by the de- 
ceased are mentioned. It was so in 
Joshua’s case. He is not described as 
“the late Commander-in-Chief,” or, “this 
General of outstanding ability,” but as 
“the servant of the Lord.” And such 
honor have all His saints from the hum- 
blest to the greatest—Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


What Are They Really Learning?— 
And there arose another generation after 
them, which knew not the Lord, nor 
yet the works which he had done for 
Israel (Judges 2:10). In one of the pub- 
lic schools of Chicago a class in the 
eighth grade was talking about the battle 
of Waterloo. One of the pupils in his 
enthusiasm spoke of the “calvary 
charge.” Immediately the teacher went 
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to the board and wrote the two words, 
cavalry and Calvary. She asked the 
meaning of the first word. All the pupils 
knew the answer—armed horsemen. 
“Now,” she said, “here is the word that 
John used. Tell me what it means to 
you.” There was no reply. Finally one 
of the boys raised his hand and suggested 
that it was the name of a cemetery in 
Chicago. (There is a Calvary Cemetery 
there.) Another thought it might be the 
name of a city in Canada, (Calgary.) 
The teacher was plainly disappointed. 
“How many of you boys and girls go to 
Sunday school?” she asked. Practically 
every hand was raised. “And do you 
mean to tell me that you never heard 
of Calvary? It seems that you would 
have known the importance of that 
place in the Bible, if you had known the 
importance of Waterloo in history, or 
of New York in geography.” It was a 
revelation to her, and to those whom she 
told. How little our boys and girls are 
really learning in Sunday school! Dr. 
Dobbins gave a test to 81 tenth and 
eleventh grade high school students in a 
typical Southern town. These students 
were nearly all regular Sunday school 
attendants. The questions were purely 
factual, such as: Who was the first man? 
Name the first five books of the Bible. 
Who led the Children of Israe] from 
Egypt? Who was the first king of Is- 
rael? Who wrote most of the Psalms? 
Name the four Gospeis. Name four of 
Paul’s Epistles. The average grade was 35 
per cent!—From the Christian Teacher, 
by Clarence H,. Benson. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Out of Bounds.—They forsook the Lord 
God of their fathers (Judges 2:12). The 
old shepherd who offered prayer in a 
Welsh revival meeting put it exactly 
right when he lamented his backslidings 
in these words: “Lord, I got among 
the thorns and briars, and was scratched 
and torn and bleeding; but, Lord, it is 
only fair to say that it was not on Thy 
ground; I had wandered out of Thy pas- 
ture.’"—From Lawson. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize 
illustration, 


Wrecking Not the Difficult Job.—They 
forsook the Lord . . . and served Baal 
and Ashtaroth (Judges 2:12, 13). “We 
could wreck the pyramids,” is the slogan 
of a building wrecking concern in the 
Southwest. Who couldn't? But could 
you build the pyramids? It isn’t what 
you wreck, but what you build, that 
counts in life. An idiot with a well- 
placed bomb can demolish in a minute 
the bridge it took men of brains and 
brawn years to create and construct. An 
artist with love and labor can spend 
twelve months on a painting, and a 
three-year-old with a sharp knife can 
cut it to ribbons in five hilarious min- 
utes. And so it is with character. You 
can build soberly and honestly for years, 
and some godless companion in the army 
camp can lead you into a night of sin 
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that may mean the wanton destruction 
of nearly everything you have built up. 
Your only hope is Christ—Christ for 
deliverance from the sin of the past, 
and Christ as deliverer when the temp- 
tation would be too much for you—From 
Alliance Weekly... Sent by Katherine 
MacDonald, Omaha, Nebr. 


Reductio ad Absurdum.—In those days 
there was no king in Israel: every man 
did that which was right in his own eyes 
(Judges 21:25). A friend says to me, 
“I have not time or room in my life for 
Christianity. If it were not so full! You 
don’t know how hard I work from morn- 
ing till night. When have I time, where 
have I room for Christianity in such a 
life as mine?” It is as if the engine 
had said it had no room for the steam. 
It is as if the tree said it had no room 
for the sap. It is as if the ocean said 
it had no room for the tide. It is as if 
the man had said he had no room for 
his soul. It is as if the life had said it 
had no time to live, when it is life. It 
is not something added to life; it is life. 
A man is not living without it. And 
for a man to say, “I am so full in life 
that I have no room for life,” you see 
immediately to what absurdity it re- 
duces itself—From Phillips Brooks, in 
“Flowers of Thought.” Sent by Mrs. 
A, E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


No One Could Qualify.—Every man 
did that which was right in his own eyes 
(Judges 21:25). A new Sunday school 
was to be opened by a certain church 
named All Saints. The neighborhood 
was canvassed for pupils. On the ap- 
pointed Sunday the superintendent and 
teachers arrived, and put up a black- 
board outside, with the inscription, “All 
Saints’ Sunday School.” However, no 
pupils came, and when they came out, 
somewhat crestfallen, they found that 
someone, with a piece of chalk, had 
altered the inscription. It now read, 
“All Saints (and no Sinners) Sunday 
School.” Alas, in people’s own estima- 
tion, many churches have congregations 
like that. But what is right in a man’s 
own eyes is not necessarily right in the 
sight of God—Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


CLAIMING AN INHERITANCE 


HIS quarter we are going to have a 

question box. I will leave it here in 
the center of the table and you can put 
a question in any time you think of it. 
We will try to answer it the following 
Sunday. 

During the last quarter of 1951 we 
studied “The Beginnings of the Hebrew 
Nation,” starting with Abraham and end- 
ing with Joshua. This quarter we are 
taking the next section of the Israelites’ 
history. Turn to the Book of Judges. 

















Lesson for July 6 


This book is very interesting, but also 
very sad in some parts. The reason for 
this is found in the key-verse of the 
Book, which is repeated twice over. You 
girls on the other side of the table, turn 
to Judges 17:6. You on this side, find 
Judges 21:25. Now all of you read in 
unison the verse you found. The great 
trouble with Israel at this time was that 
there was no recognized authority. Some 
people believe that if everyone were 
free to follow his own conscience, all 
would be well. That is just like saying, 
“If everyone follows his own clock, 
everyone will get here on time.” In the 
course of a few years each of us would 
be arriving at a different hour. Con- 
sciences, like clocks, need regulating, and 
only the Word of God can do that. If 
this is neglected, men can convince their 
consciences that all sorts of wicked 
things are right for them to do. And 
that is exactly what happened in the 
time of the Judges. 

It was not necessary that the people 
have an earthly king. Read Judges 1:1. 
If they had only kept on looking to the 
Lord, as they did here, the Book of 
Judges would have been much hap- 
pier. But they did not. This very first 
chapter records disobedience to the Lord 
over and over again. God had given 
the Israelites the land of Palestine for 
an inheritance. Turn to Deuteronomy 
7 and read verses 1 to 6. Do you see 
that the Israelites were to “utterly de- 
stroy” the seven wicked nations then 
living in Palestine? This was neces- 
sary, just as it had been for God to de- 
stroy the wicked by the Flood, long 
before. Now read Judges 1:28. The Is- 
raelites probably thought, “It is easier 
not to drive out the Canaanites, and be- 
sides we can enrich ourselves by taking 
tribute from them.” But nothing is 
truly easy or profitable which is con- 
trary to God’s command. 

Judges 2:8-17 gives a summary of the 
times of the Judges. Let us read these 
verses together. Verse 10 tells us what 
was wrong with that particular gener- 
ation of Israelites. What was it? (They 
“knew not the Lord, nor . . . the works 
which he had done fer Israel.”) There 
had been failure on the part of the par- 
ents. God had told them over and over 
to teach their children about Him, and 
of all the mighty acts that He had done 
for Israel. Read Deuteronomy 6:7-9. If 
the parents had obeyed these words all 
the days of Joshua, the next generation 
would not have been ignorant of the 
works of the Lord. Remember, girls, if 
you ever have children, it is even more 
important to teach them of the Lord 
than to feed and clothe them! If the 
mothers of America had taught their 
children the Word of God, it could have 
been said of our country, “Blessed is 
the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psa. 
33:12). 

The Children of Israe] had not been 
taught about the Lord as they should 
have been, yet they could not blame all 
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of their troubles on their parents, They 
themselves failed to use the light they 
had. They forsook the Lord and fol- 
lowed other gods. Then the Lord pun- 
ished them as He had said that He would. 
He let their enemies win victories over 
them and rule over them. But because 
the Lord still loved His people, He raised 
up judges from time to time to deliver 
them. But as soon as the people were 
out of distress they forsook the Lord 
again, and went on in sin. Read Judges 
2:19. The end of that verse reminds me 
of Isaiah 53:6, “All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one 
to his own way.” Going our way instead 
of God’s way is sin. Our way may seem 
good to us, but it is sin just the same, 
when contrary to God’s Word. 

Unsaved people sometimes say, “I don’t 
see why I need to be born again; I've 
never done anything very bad.” They 
need to realize that their whole lives 
have been full of sin, for they have 
always done what they wanted to, rather 
than what God wanted them to do. We 
see only a very small bit of time, and 
cannot know all the influences at work 
for good and for evil. So sometimes 
things that seem small to us may have 
eternal consequences. Just running 
around with unsaved people and failing 
to witness to them of Christ may result 
in their eternal doom. I can imagine 
unsaved people in hell, who had been 
friends upon earth, speaking bitterly to 
one another there. “If you had not vis- 
ited me so much and talked so much 
foolishness, I might have thought about 
eternity and kept away from this terrible 
plaee. I wish I’d never known you.” 
And the former friend might answer, 
“You’re just as much to blame as I. 
I even thought of being a Christian, but 
was afraid you would laugh at me. I'll 
hate you forever.” 

Some Christians are missing the happy 
life they could have because they do 
that which is right in their own eyes. 
They sometimes get into the wrong busi- 
ness, or marry the wrong person because 
they follow their own inclinations in- 
stead of seeking the Lord’s guidance. 
More than one Christian girl has said, 
“I can’t see the harm in doing this or 
that,” when all the time it was evidently 
Sapping all her spiritual strength, for 
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Please refer to this ad 


TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO,PA. 





| SPECIAL NOTICE | 
Sunrise Mountain Bible Conference 


We regret to have to notify our many friends 
that Sunrise will not be open to our guests this 


summer (1952) due to illness 

you know of churches or other Christian 
groups interested in leasing the facilities for 
weekly conferences during mext summer 


(1953), please contact the founders 
Mr. and Mrs. M. W. Bowen, 
Silver Bay, New York 

















Spend your vacation at 


Hew England Keawich 


In the Heart of the Beautiful Berkshire Hills 
MONTEREY, MASS. 


JUNE 28 TO SEPTEMBER 1 


June 28 to July 12—Camp for Girls—Age 7 to 15 
July 12 to 26—Camp for Boys—Age 7 to 15 
Daily Bible Classes, planned recreation, careful 
supervision, lifeguard, swimming instructor, 
camp nurse 
Splendid accommodations for adults also, dur- 
ing boys and girls camp. 
Conference speakers each evening 
July 26 to September 1—General conference for all, 
with fine speakers, Bible teachers, and mission- 
ary messages. 
Plenty of excellent home-cooked food and reason- 
able rates 
For particulars write 


R. J. Pop Courtney, Pres. Monterey, Mass. 
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True i: Whole Bible 
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price. 4% x 6%, 68 pages, each more 
than 25,000 words, handy size makes 
them easy to carry —hard to lose 
Can be conveniently studied dur- 
ing the week. They save time — 
win souls and build character. Each 
only 10c. 
AGENTS make good money sell- 
ing our quick moving line : Bibles, Books, Greeting 
Cards, Mottoes, Calendars, etc. Liberal commission. 
Write for full details 

0 S.S. Pocket Quorterlies (© Catalog and Agent's Offer 
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Biblical Education. 


Biblical Education. 














COLUMBIA BIBLE COLLECE 


Or. Robert C. McQuitkin, President 


VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIVING is a central emphasis of the classroom and 


campus program of Columbia Bible College. 
Known” expresses the motto and spirit of the CBC educational program. 


’ Four-year Bible-centered curriculum with liberal arts leading to BA in 
. Distinctive Graduate School of Missions leading to BD and MA in 


* No tuition, moderate living expenses, accredited. 


Write: Columbia Bible College’ - 





“To Know Him and To Make Him 








- Columbia, S. C. 
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they were not the things God wanted 
her to do. God wants us to be happy 
Christians, and to have the joy of seeing 
Him work through us in the lives of 
others. Shall we hinder Him by doing 
that which is right in our own eyes, 
or shall we read His Word more con- 
Stantly and pray that our consciences 
may be regulated by it? If only we will 
obey Him, we shall see Him do more 
wonderful things than we have ever 
dreamed of, 


FERNDALE, WASH, 





Southern Arizona Mission Incorporated 
An independent faith missionary organization con- 
ducting missionary work among the Indians, migrant 
farm workers, and Mexicans in Southern Arizona and 
Mexico, giving the Gospel to a very needy and worthy 
class of people. 

H. GRADY GWINN, Supt. 
2120 N. Margaret Avenue Tucson, Arizona 


YOU ARE INVITED 
to 


share the responsibility of providing a 
Christian education for our young people 
today. Never has the need been greater. 
Your gift will help train the pastors, mis- 
sionaries, and Christian laymen of to- 
morrow. Address: 


Shelton (College 


Dr. J.Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 








When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the TIMEs. 








Pocket-size, quick digest 
form, treasury of pre-millennial, prophetic 
truth in relation to significant world events. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Judges Ruled the Land 

(Judges 2:6-12, 18, 19) 
O PICK up the threads of Bible 
stories known from Primary days 
and weave them into a more continuous 
pattern of Bible history should, it seems 
to me, be an aim of the Junior teacher. 
Perhaps the teacher’s own knowledge of 
Old Testament history is hazy, especially 
of the period with which this quarter’s 
lessons deal. The writers for teachers 
of older groups will, no doubt, furnish 
you with this background material, For 
Juniors themselves I suggest placing the 
following names on strips of cardboard: 
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David, 
Jesus Christ. Have pupils try to ar- 

range them in correct order, 

Then match them with descriptive 
phrases on the blackboard: began the 
Hebrew nation; cared for his people in 
Egypt; gave God’s Laws to His people; 
led God’s people into the Promised 
Land; great king over the Hebrew 
nation; Son of God. When placing the 
phrases on the blackboard, leave a large 
enough space before each for pupils to 
fasten the correct name strip in place 
with sticky tape. 

For a third exercise make a large map 
on wrapping paper, or better, on white 
paper, such as is used to cover tables 
for suppers. Find a map in your Bible 
or elsewhere which includes Ur of the 
Chaldees, Canaan, and the part of Egypt 
around the Nile delta. Enlarge this on 
the paper, using the lines of latitude and 
longitude very lightly drawn as guides. 
Fine detail of outline is not needed, only 
approximation to the general shape. 
Shade areas of sea with blue crayon. 
Also line in blue the general course of 
the Tigris-Euphrates, Jordan, and Nile 
rivers. Enter on the map the names 
of the Mediterranean and Red seas, Ur, 
Canaan, Jordan River, and Egypt. In 
class have a child draw with colored 
crayon the route of Abraham from Ur 
to Canaan. It may first be found on a 
Bible map, then, to prevent mistake, have 
the child trace on the class map with 
his finger before he uses crayon. Have 
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other children show with different cray- 
ons Joseph’s route into Egypt, Moses’ 
route from Egypt to the Jordan River, 
and Joshua’s crossing into the land of 
Canaan. In connection with each, the 
children may briefly tell such stories 
as they know, and the character’s name 
be placed along his line. 

Right here our new lessons start. 
Joshua and his people conquered much 
of the land. Before Joshua died (110 
years old), he warned the people to re- 
member how God had saved them and 
given them good things, and to keep true 
to Him, and not follow their heathen 
neighbors’ ways. But as years went by 
and Joshua was gone, they forgot, just 
as you may forget what Mother says 
when you get away from her, and you 
do what other children around you do. 
God punished them by letting their en- 
emies get the best of them, as you may 
be punished for disobeying. Then they 
prayed to God for help, and He sent 
different men, who were called judges. 
They, with the help of God, won over 
their enemies. But afterwards the peo- 
ple went back and did the same wrong 
things again, until God had to punish 
them again. I wonder if that is like you, 
too, disobeying and having to be pun- 
ished again, 

Even here in our country so many 
people forget God! “Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord” (Psa. 33:12, 
Memory Verse). I expect God will pun- 
ish our nation and there will be trouble 
from our enemies, if we forget Him. We, 
too, must remember all His goodness, 
and be true to Him, and not do as other 
people around us who do not love Him. 
What about coming to Sunday school, 
keeping the Lord’s Day holy, keeping 
His name holy, obeying Father and 
Mother? We need to remember the 
words of Jesus, our Joshua, and how He 
saved us, (“Joshua” and “Jesus” are 
the same names, meaning “Saviour,” one 
Hebrew, one Greek.) 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HE lessons this quarter are not easy 

to teach to Primary children. They 
are not old enough to understand the rise 
of the kingdom. The best method to 
use is to emphasize persons and what 
they did, as led by the Lord. History 
means little to a small child, except as 
he learns things about people. For 
instance, most children in the first grade 
in school in this country know some- 
thing about George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln, but they know noth- 
ing of the history or the politics of their 
day. 

As a visual aid, I would use a map of 
Palestine, one large enough for them all 
to see. Some of them know nothing of 
a map, but many of them do because of 
the wide prevalence of auto maps, and 
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the fact that they see them used to find 

places when they travel. Use the map 

anyway, for they will learn. That is one 
wonderful thing about teaching children 

—they are always learning a little more; 

they are on the upgrade. A simple 

homemade map on construction paper is 
best. On it mark a few places, named 
in the lessons. Then for each lesson paste 
on a picture. These, too, can be gath- 
ered from magazines or papers. Put the 
picture on the map where the lesson 
happened. This is a good list for the 
quarter, I'll give you all of them now, 
so you can look them up in time for use. 

Lesson 1.—A sword or a shield, to repre- 
sent Joshua. He died and was buried 
at Ephraim. 

Lesson 2.—A palm tree, between Ramah 
and Bethel, also in Ephraim, where 
Deborah judged the people. 

Lesson 3.—A pitcher, a lamp, a trumpet 
to stand for Gideon, in the land of 
Manasseh. 

Lesson 4.—A_ child’s coat, Samuel’s, 
which his mother brought to Shiloh. 
Lesson 5.—A stcne, Ebenezer, set at Miz- 

peh by Samuel. 

Lesson 6.—A crown for Saul at Gilgal. 

Lesson 7.—A broken crown on Mt, Gil- 
boa, Saul dead. 

Lesson 8.—A shepherd’s crook for David 
at Bethlehem. 

Lesson 9.—A crown for David in Jeru- 
salem, 

Lesson 10.—An altar where David offered 
a sacrifice to God near Jerusalem, 
Lesson 11.—The harp David used to 

praise God, in Jerusalem, 

Lesson 12.—A horn of oi] that anointed 
Solomon in Jerusalem, 

Lesson 13.—The Temple that Solomon 
built, 

To understand the story of Judges, 
you should read Joshua. As long as 

Joshua lived, Israel worshiped God, and 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 551) 

1. Sin, servitude, supplication, salva- 
tion. 

2. Twelve (see list in “Topics for De- 
velopment”). 

3. Barak was associated with Deborah 
as commander of the army, and Abime- 
lech was a usurping king whose tyranny 
was as much a scourge as his prowess 
was a blessing. 

4. Eli (1 Sam. 4:18) 
Sam, 7:15). 

5. See list in “Topics for Development. 

6. Joshua died at 110 (Judges 2:8), ten 
years younger than Moses at his death 
(Deut. 34:7). 

7. A plural word meaning “lords.” 

8. When weakened inwardly by sin, 
and having God as an antagonist. 

9. Romans 8:31, 

10. Anarchy and confusion, 

WuearTon, ILL. 
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walked in His ways; and after Joshua 
died, as long as his friends and fellow 
workers lived, God was honored. Then 
we come to the Book of Judges and we 
read that there arose a new generation 
that “knew not the Lord, nor yet the 
works which he had done for Israel,” 
so they forsook the Lord, and worshiped 
and served the gods of the heathen 
nations round about. 

God punished them by sending them 
into captivity or bondage seven times. 
Each time when they were abused and 
downtrodden, they cried to the Lord, 
and He raised up a man called a judge, 
to lead them cut of their trouble. But 
they never learned anything. They did 
the same thing again and again. We 
have the stcry of some of these judges, 
and one of them was a woman. 

The children will not get much of the 
political scene, but they can understand 
that the people turned away from God 
and worshiped idols, and that God pun- 
ished them. But He forgave them and 
sent help seven times. It is a terrible 
lesson on the results of sin, either in a 
boy or girl, or a nation. God punishes, 
but God forgives when they are repent- 
ant, 

Another thing we must see in this les- 
son is that parents must have failed 
to tell their children about Jehovah God 
and what wonderful things He had done 
for them, or the new generation would 
have known the Lord, and not gone after 
idols. I wonder if much of the trouble 
in America today is not due to the same 
failure on the part of fathers and 
mothers who were Christians, but did 
not see to it that their children were led 
to Christ, and were taught the Word of 
God. There are so many careless 
parents. 

That puts a greater responsibility on 
every one of you teachers. Be sure you 
tell the salvation story every Sunday, 
for you may never have some of the 
children again, in these days of shifting 
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populations. It is discouraging to call 
and gather in children into your class, 
and then after a few Sundays, they have 
moved away, and you start again with 
some new ones. But did you ever think 
what a wonderful opportunity God is 
giving you? He is bringing the unsaved 
to your door, instead of your going to 
them. What are you doing about these 
children? 

God has been so patient with us in 
America, He told us to go into the whole 
world and preach the Gospel. We were 
very slow, and very few of us went, so 
God has brought the world to our doors, 
right here in America. Surely He will 
hold us responsible for these lost ones 
at our door. What are you doing about 
them? 

FELTON, CALIF, 

we 


Strangers Come to Kochi 
(Continued from page 549) 


Glory to die for her sins. They told her 
how He had forgiven their sins and 
made them happy. They told her that 
they had come to Kochi to tell her, and 
other people, of Jesus and His love. 

Kazuko was overwhelmed by their 
words. To think that someone loved her 
enough to die for her! She left the three 
of them that night with tear-filled eyes. 

All the next day at her work, Kazuko 
kept thinking of the words she had 
heard. The story of Jesus seemed too 
wonderful to be true, yet Kazuko knew 
from their talk that the three men be- 
lieved it with all their hearts. She de- 
cided that she, too, must have Jesus as 
her Saviour. When her work was done 
that night, Kazuko went to John Fukuda, 
who showed her from the Japanese Bible 
just what it means to be a Christian. 
With a great joy in her heart, Kazuko 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as her 
Saviour. Then she and Mr. Fukuda 
went to tell the Americans the good news 
—Kazuko was born again! 

Since that night, life has changed com- 
pletely for Kazuko. She still works 
hard in the hotel, but her heart is no 
longer lonely. Her life, so empty be- 
fore, now seems full of joy and love. She 
sings as she works because of the great 
peace and happiness she feels. 

Everyone has noticed the change in 
Kazuko. The hotel maids speak together 
of how happy and kind she is. Her 
mother and little Yuko notice the dif- 
ference, too. When Kazuko comes home, 
the whole house seems to reflect her joy. 

Little Yuko goes to kindergarten at 
the Christian mission, and Kazuko says 
that the best times in her life are when 
she goes home and finds her daughter 
singing hymns and offering prayer be- 
fore they start each meal. 

There is a thrilling sequel to Kazuko’s 
story. Over a year after his first visit 
to Kochi, Pastor Charles Anderson re- 
turned to Kazuko’s city with the Pocket 
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Testament League. He saw Kazuko once 
more, and her happy face told her story 
—a life transformed with the joy of the 
Lord. Pastor Anderson preached in 
Kochi’s city auditorium, and Kazuko 
brought her emplcyer, the proprietress 
of the Tomonya Hotel, to hear him. In 
response to an invitation to accept Christ 
as Saviour, the proprietress raised her 
hand and Kazuko took her into the in- 
quiry room, where she gave her heart to 
the Lord. 
ve 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 6 


“Thou Shalt Have No Other Gods” 
(Exod. 20:1-6) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HREE consecutive topics now direct 

our attention to “Important Com- 
mandments,” and the first of these has 
to do with the First Ccmmandment,. 

It will prove helpful in discussing 
these three topics: with your group to 
point out who is the author of the Ten 
Commandments, just what God's Law is, 
and why it was given. The record is 
clear and plain. The Ten Command- 
ments, which are a clear and concise 
declaraticn of God’s will for His people, 
and the “Judgments,” which were more 
specific instructions for the carrying out 
of the Ten Commandments, all originated 
with God Himself. They begin with 
the unequivocal statement, “And God 
spake all these words, saying” (Exod. 


20:1). They are not a code of ethics 
instituted by Moses, but were given to 
Mcses, perfect and complete, by God 
Himself. 


4 


God’s Word tells us that the Law of 
the Lord is perfect, that the testimony 
of the Lord is sure, that the statutes of 
the Lord are right. and that the com- 
mandment of the Lord is pure (Psa. 
19:7, 8). Furthermore. in the Law given 
by God, warnings were set forth against 
failure to keep the Law perfectly and 
showing that cnly those who can keep 
it perfectly have a right to enter into the 
presence of God. To all of this, the New 
Testament adds its testimony: “For 
whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all” (Jas, 2:10). 

4 

But, coupled with the fact that the 
Law which God gave on Sinai is God’s 
perfect standard for man is the great 
fact set forth throughout God’s Word 
that the natural man cannot keep the 
Law. The “Judgments” before mentioned 
contained provision for substitutes in 
the form of bulls and goats and lambs 
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and birds, all without spot or blemish. 
These were to be offered so that man 
might not suffer punishment for the 
broken Law. Paul reminds us in Ro- 
mans 3, “For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God” (v. 23). 

The question naturally arises then, 
Why was the Law given if no man could 
keep it, and only those who did keep 
it could be saved? Once again the an- 
swer in God's Word is clear and simple. 
It was to be a “schoolmaster” or “child- 
conductor” to bring us to Christ (Gal. 
3:24, 25), the only one who ever per- 
fectly kept God’s Law and the one of 
whom all the offerings and sacrifices for 
sin were types. He was God’s perfect 
lamb, whose blood was shed on Cal- 
vary’s cross for us and in our stead. 
He was our perfect substitute, who paid 
the full penalty for the broken Law for 
us so that we might stand aside and be 
spared. Seeing God's perfect standard 
and realizing that we cannot keep it 
should drive us to the substitute God 
has provided. 

To us, therefore, the Law is God’s 
mirror, holding up before us God’s per- 
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fect standard and showing us at the 
same time our own exceeding sinfulness 
in God's sight so that we might come to 
Him through faith in His Son and re- 
ceive cleansing and forgiveness and be 
made clean (Isa, 1:16-18; Rev. 1:5, 6; 
Heb, 12: 18-29). 
4 

Now all this does not mean that we 
are to make no effort to observe the Law, 
That would be like a carpenter, realiz- 
ing the impossibility of producing a per- 
fect perpendicular or square, throwing 
away his plumb bob and try square and 
constructing a building by using all 
sorts of crazy angles. No, we are to uSe 
the Law to test our conduct and we are 
to seek by every means at our disposal 
to meet its requirements in God’s 
strength, and trusting in His provision 
for us. 

we 


The First Commandment holds before 
us the obligation to put God first in all 
that we have and are and do. Only a 
holy and righteous God could make such 
a demand of His creatures. In doing so 
He includes, in essence, all the Com- 
mandments that follow, for, if man loves 
God with heart and soul and mind and 
puts Him first in his life, he cannot but 
keep the other Commandments. 

It is right here that man has always 
failed in the keeping of the Law. With 
our first parents, it was the putting of 
Satan’s counsel before the Word of the 
Lord that led to their sin. And man’s 
difficulty today comes primarily because 
he insists on having some other god than 
the Lord. It may be the god of self, or 
self-will. It may be the god of power or 
fame. It may be the god of pleasure or 
popularity. It may be the god of money 
or possessions. But whatever it is, if man 
insists upon putting some such thing, 
or things, first in his life instead of God 
Himself, it leads to trouble. 

Now notice also that God’s righteous 
Law that He must be first in the hearts 
and lives of men is not intended to de- 
prive us of any good thing, for He has 
promised, “no good thing will he with- 
hold from them that walk uprightly” 
(Psa, 84:11). God knows that, with any- 
thing else on the throne of his life, man 
cannot reach his greatest happiness or 
enjoy the blessings that He has in store 
for man. He cannot pour into man’s life 
the blessings that He wants to give him 
if there is something else, or someone 
else, on the throne. 

Are you willing to trust Him and to 
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give Him the pre-eminence in all things 
(Col. 1:18), so that He may bless you 
beyond your fondest hopes and dreams, 
and make you a blessing that will give 
you joy unspeakable and full of glory? 
May your answer be that written many 
years ago by William Cowper: 
The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate’er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
And worship only Thee. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 30 to July 6 


Mon.—Deuteronomy 6:4-13. 
The Blessing of a Rich Inheritance. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The land which 
he [God] sware unto thy fathers.” God 
always keeps His promises. When He 
delivered Israel from the house of bond- 
age, and promised them a land flowing 
with milk and honey, with gocdly cities, 
houses furnished, vineyards and gardens 
planted, and freedom to serve Him with- 
out let or hindrance; He did just that. 
But they soen forgot Him and His kind- 
nesses. So now, many Christians in 
prosperity forget the Lord, and also the 
men of God who translated the Bible, 
bought with their blood religious free- 
dom, founded churches, and left us their 
testimony. The blessing cf our rich 
inheritance is priceless; value it, honor 
God for it. Pray for Tri-State Bible 
Conference, Port Jervis, N. Y. 


Tues.—Judges 2:1-5. 
The Peril of Thorns and Snares. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They shall be 
thorns in your sides, and their gods 
shall be a snare unto you.” There are 
dangerous people and churches. We can 
be ruined by our contacts and by our 
religious associations Unless friend- 
ships and fellowships are governed by 
Bible principles and precepts, we can 
have sorrows God never intended we 
should have, and can be led into error 
that will entrap us and those who fol- 
low cur footsteps. Pray for Camp Wa- 
banna, Edgewater, Md. 


Wed.—Judges 2:6-10. 
The Need of Leadership. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “The people 
served the Lord all the days of Joshua, 
and all the days of the elders that out- 
lived Joshua.” If leaders are good, 
churches are certain to be blessed—so 
with families and Christian organiza- 


tions. Think of the blessing of great 


Bible characters. “Blind leaders of the 
blind” are to be feared as much now as 
when our Lord mentioned them. In 
these days when revival is so greatly 
needed God-called, endowed, and effi- 


cient leadership is obviously necessary. 
“The Lord of the harvest” invites our 
intercessions’for this blessing. Pray for 
the Northwestern Schools Bible Confer- 
ence, Medicine Lake, Minn. 


Thurs.—Judges 2:11-15. 
When People Forsake God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They forsook the 
Lord God of their fathers.” The rising 
generation in Israel forgot their fathers’ 
God. New generations are exposed to 
apostasy. This change of sides is influ- 
enced by failure on the part of parents 
and teachers, and by the evil heart of 
unbelief. It is sin in the soul that leads 
to departure from the living God. Back- 
slidings are always fraught with grave 
consequences. Warnings against the evil 
and punishments inflicted upon those 
who renounce God are found all through 
the Bible. The hand of the Lord is 
against all that are against Him. Pray 
for the Moody Bible Institute Summer 
Conferences, in different sections of the 
country. 


Fri—Judges 2:16-19. 
Good Leaders in Evil Days. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Lord raised 
up judges.” God’s mercy to backsliding 
people is great. He deals with them in 
various ways, but He tempers discipline 
with mercy. Israel found that although 
they had forsaken Him, that He had not 
utterly forgotten them. Again and again 
He saved them for His own name's sake. 
On the same basis, revival may be con- 
fidently expected. God lifts up a stand- 
ard, in answer to prayer, in times of 
rising iniquity. Pray for America’s Kes- 
wick, Keswick Grove, N, J. 


Sat.—Judges 2:20-23. 
Testing-times as New Opportunities. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “That through 
them I may prove Israel.” Many of life’s 
unpleasant experiences are of a faith- 
testing character. They are all meant 
for our good. God does not afflict will- 
ingly or grieve the children of men hap- 
pily. He has good ends in view. In 
Deuteronomy 8: 2, 3, the fact is stated, Our 
Lord quoted some of these words in 
answer to one of Satan’s temptations. 
You will find them a lifelong blessing. 
Pray for Harvey Cedars Bible Confer- 
ence, Harvey Cedars, N. J. 


Sun.—Deuteronomy 30:15-20. 
God’s Eternal Standards. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have set be- 
fore thee this day life and good, and 
death and evil.” We have to make the 
choice of destiny for both this life 
and the next. The issues of life now 
and of eternity are settled on earth. 
If you fail, it will not be God's fault. 
You decide whether He shall be your 
God, and whether His ways or your 
own shall be your portion. “Choose 
you this day whom ye will serve” 
(Josh. 24:15). Pray for the Canadian 
Keswick, Muskoka, Ont., Can. 
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